American Farm Bureau Mini Grant

The mini grant we received was intended for a program that was developed for
our elementary schools. The project we are working on is called Aggie Book Club also
known as ABC. This book club will first start off with a second grade class room and
then we plan to expand the program to the entire elementary school. We have had a lot of
fun working on this project.

The Aggie Book Club is a small book club where students can check out books
from one of the local Farm Bureau volunteers that visits the classroom. A volunteer visits
the school once each week. We have a variety of books ranging from Pre K to 6 grade.
The wide range of books helps us to reach more than one grade level. There are many
students who read in a higher or lower level than the grade they are in.

Once we received the money, we quickly began to order books. We searched the
internet for the best books that helped represent agriculture. We ordered books about life
cycles, veterinarians, farmers, livestock, and history in agriculture. We feel strongly that
these books will help expand our outreach to the children of our local school. We
normally can only reach a few classes a month sometimes less. But this program is
helping us teach children thru books which expand the amount of children that can be
reached. All of the $250.00 we received from the mini grant went toward books we
ordered most of the books from Amazon. We now have fifty one books in our program.

After we ordered the books, we looked into the prizes we could give away after
the students fill up their Aggie Book Club card. The prizes we ordered all had to do with
agriculture. We ordered comic books and a peanut growing kit from the peanut
commission, honey straws, stickers, small farm animal figures, bookmarks, and many
other small prizes. As the students read a book they will fill up their cards and they will
receive a prize. We worked very hard to find prizes we could use at the least cost and
most of the prizes were free.

Our first meeting with the teacher we brought all the books and prizes. We also
put together an informational packet for her to keep. The teacher was very excited and
wanted to get started as soon as possible. We planned to come to her classroom every
week during their reading time. The students will be able to read the books they borrow
from us each day as they have their designated reading time. After the students return the
book not only will they get a prize they will also tell us a little about what they learned
from the book. This helps us to start a conversation with the student to possibly expand
their knowledge about agriculture.









